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Fieldwork involves observing, measuring, collecting and recording information in the real world. Have you 

ever about what the shape and size of a clouds means? Learn how to identify clouds using a cloud chart. 

What are clouds? Why do we need to identify clouds? 

When the sun heats the water on Earth, it evaporates turning from liquid to gas also known as water vapour.  

As the water vapour rises into the atmosphere it cools turning back into tiny water droplets that form the 

clouds this is called condensation. This is part of the water cycle. 

Clouds are made up of tiny water droplets. 

The size and shape of clouds can tell us a lot about the weather. Dark heavy clouds are carrying lots of 

moisture and usually means it will rain soon. High wispy white clouds often means it’s windy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By using your geographic observations skills, you can work out what cloud you are looking at and what it 

means. 

What you’ll need? 

• Cloud ID Chart 

• Cloud recording sheet 

• Clipboard, pen or pencil  

• Camera (optional) 

 

The natural water cycle moves 

water from the Earth to the 

atmosphere - and back again 

Recording sheet example 
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How to identify clouds? 

Before you go outside to look at clouds, think about what we know about clouds already? For example 

- Have you ever heard someone say “It looks like rain”? Why did they say that? 

- Have you ever watched a sunset and thought its prettier with those clouds. 

 

Steps to follow to complete you observation and identify clouds. 

 

1. Go into your school playground/oval, backyard/garden, park or shared rooftop area, find a comfy 

spot and lie down. Make sure you are safe when you are looking up at the sky and wearing eye 

protection. 

2. Have your cloud identification chart with you showing the different types of clouds. 

3. Clouds can be at different heights in the sky, with different shapes and colours. 

• Estimate how high the clouds are 

• What shape are the clouds? 

• What colour are the clouds? 

 

 

Hints: 

• If you’re having trouble trying to figure out what cloud it is, why not decide what it’s not. 

• It is possible that the sky may have more than one cloud type. You may also classify clouds 

differently depending on where you are standing and viewing a cloud. 

• The great thing about clouds is that, unless it’s one of those rare perfectly sunny days, they’re 

everywhere. All you have to do is look up. 

Results 

• What are some of the limitations when trying to identify clouds? 

• Explain why the water cycle is referred to as a closed system. 

• Why is evaporation and condensation so important in the formation of clouds? 

https://sydneywatercorporation.sharepoint.com/sites/Education/Shared%20Documents/2.%20Education/07.%20Lessons/Stage%204%20Online%20Lesson%20Plans/Stage%204%20Geography%20LPs/Fieldwork%20Factsheets/Cloud%20ID%20Chart.docx?web=1
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What cloud will bring rain to our dams? 

Cumulonimbus and nimbostratus. These clouds are easier to pick out. A general rule of thumb is if 

it’s stormy, it’s cumulonimbus. If it’s not, it’s nimbostratus. 

 

Go to our water sources page to learn more. 

 
Extension  

1. Why not have a go at making your own cloud with our Make a cloud experiment. See how clouds are 
made? How did they get there? What are they made of? 

2. Why not make it a long-term study? Record your cloud identifications into your recording sheet over    
a week, a fortnight or a month. Look at your results and identify any patterns over time.   
 
Ask yourself:  

a. What has influenced this pattern?  
b. What benefits do clouds bring to people, animals and the environment?  
c. Identify factors that may influence the type of clouds and how long they stay? 
 
 
 

Want to know more?  
There’s lots to learn about water. Go to our education pages to discover the value of water for 

Primary school, High school and beyond. 

 
Contact us  
Proud of your results? We’d love to hear from you. Email us education@sydneywater.com.au 

Share on our social media channels:  

   @SydneyWater     @sydneywater     @SydneyWaterNews 

 
   
   

Rain clouds over the ocean 

https://www.sydneywater.com.au/SW/education/drinking-water/Water-sources/index.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bZ3O17hEgNE
https://www.sydneywater.com.au/SW/education/index.htm
https://www.sydneywater.com.au/SW/education/programs-resources/Primaryschool/index.htm
https://www.sydneywater.com.au/SW/education/programs-resources/Highschool/index.htm
mailto:education@sydneywater.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/SydneyWater
http://www.facebook.com/SydneyWater
http://www.instagram.com/sydneywater/
http://www.twitter.com/SydneyWaterNews
http://www.twitter.com/SydneyWaterNews
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bW2kFQzlu5o

