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$32 MILLION PROJECT TO PAVE WAY FOR WATER RECYCLING 
 

NSW Water Minister Phil Costa today announced work has begun on a $32 million project that 
will pave the way for the supply of over 4 billion litres of recycled water each year to Sydney’s 
west and inner west and help reduce sewer overflows in southwest Sydney. 
 
“This important construction work will provide the foundations for the privately-owned Rosehill 
Camellia Recycled Water Scheme, a project that will deliver more than 4 billion litres of 
recycled water to some of Sydney’s biggest industrial water users,” Mr Costa said. 
 
“We’re investing in these infrastructure upgrades, vital to attracting private investment in 
recycled water. 
 
“Construction starts today on building diversion structures and storage facilities at the two 
treatment plants and a wastewater storage tank at the Potts Hill reservoir site. 
 
“Once complete, these works will make treated effluent from Glenfield and Liverpool sewage 
treatment plants available to be extracted from the Liverpool Ashfield Pipeline and further 
treated for reuse by industrial customers. 
 
“The $100 million Rosehill-Camellia Recycled Water Scheme will be the first scheme in the 
country to distribute recycled water to a network of industrial users in a built up area. 
 
“Sydney’s disused gas pipes will have a second life distributing recycled water across the 
system to industrial users. 
 
The Member for Auburn, Barbara Perry said the work was a valuable boost to the region. 
 
“Auburn has long had a thriving business sector from small businesses to large corporations 
and it’s great to see new industries grow in the region,” Ms Perry said. 
 
“This initial infrastructure upgrade will support around 60 jobs – great news for local 
tradespeople.” 
 
Minister Costa said up to 300 jobs in total will be created during the construction of the Rosehill 
Camellia Recycled Water Scheme, which when up and running will save more than 1,700 
Olympic sized swimming pools of water each year. 
 
“From 2011, AquaNet Sydney, part of the Jemena Group, and Veolia Water Australia, the 
private operators of the Rosehill-Camellia Recycled Water Scheme will extract treated effluent 
from the pipeline, treat it at the recycled water plant to be built at Fairfield and transfer it 
through a network of pipes, including disused gas mains.  
 
“The recycled water will be used in cooling towers, for irrigation and as boiler feed by seven 
customers including Shell, Visy Paper, Marubeni Australia Power Services and Rosehill 
Gardens. 
 
“Both Sydney Water and the private sector are investigating the potential to further expand the 
use of treated effluent from the Liverpool Ashfield Pipeline for recycling.  
 
“Supplying treated effluent for recycling not only reduces demand for drinking water, but it will 
also help reduce the risk of sewage overflows to the Georges River during wet weather.” 
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